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[ Abstract] Cost index is one of the indispensable functions in modern commercial aircraft design. It s an effective
way to save the cost for airlines. This paper describes the definition and calculation method of cost index and eco-
nomic flight speed for commercial aircraft. A typical regional aircraft was chosen as a case study to verify the cor-
reciness and practicability of the method described in the paper. It is useful for aircraft operating of airlines and de-
velopment of economic flight speed in aircraft manufactures.
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